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bhagwan swaminarayan incarnated on the earth in the latter half of the eighteenth century a time that is aptly
considered one of the darkest periods in history bhagwan swaminarayan s achievements in religion society and
education were absolutely herculean in nature considering his short lifespan of 49 years and the acute anarchy
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that afflicted india at the time many intellectuals after recognizing bhagwan swaminarayan s achievements in
the fields of society and religion have established him as a grand reformer some go one step further and identify
him as a divine personage moreover a large number of people consider him an incarnation equal to bhagwan
ram and bhagwan krishna in actuality however he is the supreme god at the tender age of 11 bhagwan
swaminarayan left his home and began his journey of spiritual revival throughout india from the himalayas to
kanyakumari from jagganath puri to loj and through harsh winters monsoons and summers his journey spanned
more than 12 000 kilometers and lasted for more than seven years he endured these conditions barefoot and
wearing nothing but a loincloth he finally settled in gujarat and became the head of the holy fellowship at the
very young age of twenty one in less than three decades he founded the fastest growing holy fellowship ever
comprising more than 1800 saints 800 female ascetics and over 500 000 disciples six magnificent temples were
constructed by the holy fellowship and more than 100 scriptures and 30 000 kirtans were composed most
importantly bhagwan swaminarayan was worshipped as supreme god by hundreds of thousands devotees during
his lifetime if without any prejudice or preconceived notion one attempts to evaluate the life and work of
bhagwan swaminarayan in context of that era one will invariably be convinced about his supreme divinity we
sincerely hope this book will help anyone in do so this book is a humble attempt to delve into the glory of
bhagwan swaminarayan it depicts bhagwan swaminarayan s biography and his unparalleled work as a reformer
in social religious educational and economic fields the five pillars of the holy fellowship i e disciples saints
acharya temples and scriptures are explained along with a brief note on philosophy twenty nine unique
personality traits of bhagwan swaminarayan are described finally various scholars opinions of bhagwan
swaminarayan are noted bhagwan swaminarayan s life action vision and personality were so unique unparalleled
limitless incomprehensible charming and thoughtful that it is impossible to provide a complete account but this
book is a humble attempt to present his glory to anyone interested in learning about it the responsibility for any
mistakes and for any ideas expressed herein is mine alone i have already been rewarded in this project by the
sheer joy and satisfaction i have derived by being given the opportunity to study various scriptures and books
related to bhagwan swaminarayan and considered myself fortunate to be a part of this book there were many
books used for reference as mentioned in bibliography but the below three books were used extensively and
deserve special recognition 1 contribution of swaminarayan sampraday to gujarat in nineteenth century in
gujarati by rashmiben tribhuvanbhai vyas 1st edition published by shri swaminarayan gurukul rajkot in 1997 2
swami sahajanand athawa swaminarayan sampradaya in gujarati by kishorelal mashruwala 2nd edition
published by navjivan prakashan amdavad in 1940 3 sri swami narayan by manilal ¢ parekh 2nd edition
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published by sri bhagwat dharma mission house rajkot in 1960 throughout this book some original terms whose
translation cannot convey the intended meaning have been italicized the glossary explains each word with a
brief definition this book is the product of the blessings of saints and intense teamwork

the movement which is basically a revised form of the traditional visistadvaita vedanta of shree ramanuja grew
from the life and work of shree sahajanand swami of ninteenth century india venerated as an incarnation of lord
narayana he travelled all over india of thirty years with a band of disciples initiating a powerful religious revival
students of indian history as well as religious philosophy will find this work gives a valuable insight into a
religious and social renaissance originating in the 19th century without dust cover

on the life and works of swami sahajananda 1781 1830 founder of the swaminarayan sect

an introduction to swaminarayan hinduism third edition offers a comprehensive study of a contemporary form of
hinduism begun as a revival and reform movement in india 200 years ago it has now become one of the fastest
growing and most prominent forms of hinduism the swaminarayan hindu transnational network of temples and
institutions is expanding in india east africa the uk usa australasia and in other african and asian cities the
devotion rituals and discipline taught by its founder sahajanand swami 1781 1830 and elaborated by current
leaders in major festivals diverse media and over the internet help preserve ethnic and religious identity in many
modern cultural and political contexts swaminarayan hinduism here described through its history divisions
leaders theology and practices provides valuable case studies of contemporary hinduism religion migrants and
transnationalism this new edition includes up to date information about growth geographic expansion leadership
transitions and impact of swaminarayan institutions in india and abroad

in this book the incredible temple and sanatan sanskriti author has endeavored to focus on the hindu temples
and monasteries of gujrat rajasthan uttarakhand uttar pradesh himachal pradesh jammu kashmir delhi haryana
west bengal and north east they are amongst the most ancient architectural archeological and heritage temples
these are eminently known for huge statues paintings mandapas towering super structures gopuram etc they all
glorify hindu culture and scriptures viz vedas puranas etc the stories given there are vividly captured on huge
carvings made from sandstone soapstone granite etc we are amazed as to how our ancestors created such
masterpieces with now considered primitive tools this book is a tribute to our great forefathers who through their
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skills dedication and labor to create such poetries in stone

bharat a land of staggering diversity celebrates festivals for every reason and every season these festivals are
the expressions of a culture that lives in a state of perpetual celebration they are the moments when the
mundane transcends into the magnificent bringing life to a state of exuberance and enthusiasm each festival
here weaves together stories of the past with the aspirations of the present the festivals are as varied as the
people themselves celebrating everything from the bounty of harvests to the memories of historical legends and
from the reverence for deities to the cycles of the moon and sun homes come alive with lights and colors new
garments add splendor to the gatherings and the air resonates with the melodies of music and the rhythm of
dance steps feasting tables unite families and friends as every festival becomes a momentous occasion to
rejuvenate the bonds and share joy in bharat festivals are not just days on a calendar they are exuberant
expressions of a culture that cherishes every shade of life s palette

this book is one of the first ethnographic studies to examine the complexities of lifestyles of the the upwardly
mobile middle classes in india in the new millennium it reveals an original theory on cosmopolitan indianness
and urbanisation in the age of globalisation

basic work setting forth the philosophical fundamentals of the svami narayana sect of vaishnavism

towards the end of the eighteenth century a lone pilgrim reached gujarat and joined a small ashram in loj in time
his followers not only accepted him as the leader of the ashram but also as the manifestation of deity and called
him swaminarayan his followers increased rapidly and today swaminarayan hinduism is a transnational religious
movement with major centers in india east africa uk usa and australasia in a first multidisciplinary study of the
movement this volume provides new and vital information about its history theology as well as its transnational
development and brings forth current academic research from fields as diverse as the arts architecture sociology
and migration studies among others it analyses the philosophy conduct and principles that guide swaminarayan
hindus and provides a case study of the historical and social processes of adapting religious traditions to shape
new identities in response to evolving social economic and political changes

gujaratis in the west evolving identities in contemporary society is uniquely placed in that it is a compilation of
the works of scholars focusing on the diverse nature of gujarati communities this volume offers an insight
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through different lenses and in varying contexts of the complexities faced by particular gujarati communities in a
specific time and space in contemporary societies the concept of identity has taken on greater importance and
there are now increasing debates relating to the locality of certain communities their allegiance to the nation
states in which they reside as well as their links to the land of their ancestors gujaratis in the west investigates
how gujaratis who are considered to be successful and integrated construct and express their complex religious
linguistic and ethnic identities in the contexts of the nations in which they reside most of the previous research
on the identities of minority ethnic communities in the west who originate in south asia has focussed on
disadvantaged and less well integrated groups in these challenging times for gujarati as well as other
communities especially those residing in the west the location of their identities in an increasingly complex
global diversity takes on added significance

bringing together fourteen papers this book gives new depth to our understanding of the aims and achievements
of swami vivekananda it invites us to relate him to movements and individuals outside his native bengal it shows
how modernizing trends in indian society wrestled with traditional features of hinduism such as caste and it links
his religious and social ideals to thinkers and theologians in the west the book firmly distances swami
vivekananda from chauvinist or communal misinterpretations of his work
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